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India, once heralded as the golden sparrow of the 
world, has always been known for its stores of 
gemstones and treasures of gold. Right from the 
17th century to the first half of the 19th century, 

maharajas and princes of India adorned themselves 
with the choicest jewellery to display their power and 
wealth. 

With the decline of the dynasties and the 
subsequent emergence of modern-day business 
moguls, bejewelled accessories—the kalgi and the 
sarpech, sherwani and kurta buttons, cufflinks and  
brooches—replaced elaborate necklaces, rings and 
kadas. These delicately designed, gem-studded 
accessories still remain a medium to display one’s 
stature in society.

The sarpech, shaped like a single vertical 
feather with a curved tip, comes 
from sar meaning ‘head’ or ‘front’ 
and pech meaning ‘screw’. Hence, the 
word Sarpech literally means ‘that which 
is screwed onto the front of the turban’. 
Most kalgis these days offer a dual pin, 
and can be converted into a brooch 
post wedding, offering a more wearable 
option for such an elaborate ornament. 

Speaking of the upper torso, 
bejewelled buttons provide sparkle 
with minimum fuss. A classic Western 
suit aside, the Indian sherwani, Nehru 

trappings
Regal

Text: PreeTa agarwal

From traditional turban 
embellishments to contemporary 
cufflinks, accessories for the 
modern man take inspiration from 
the royal past. We present a visual 
spread of bejewelled trappings 
designed by India’s best.

Throughout the Middle East and Asia, the turban 
was a symbol of royalty worn by both the Hindu 
warrior caste and the Mughals. These turbans were 
usually accessorised with jewelled ornaments like the 
kalgi and the sarpech, and the tradition is retained even 
today with grooms sporting these accessories at their 
weddings.

Turban jewellery has evolved from simple strands 
of pearls to elaborate confections of gemstones. 
A kalgi uses real heron feathers that form a plume 
on an ornament crafted with diamonds and 
gemstones. In a relatively short span of time, the 
compact kalgi became grander and grander and 
emerged as the sarpech—an impressive combination 
of a kalgi and a sarpatti, a flat gem-set band.                                                                                             

jacket and bandhgala gives unmatched 
appeal to the wearer. For accessorising  
Indian formalwear, gold-plated, 
diamond-studded or multi-hued 
sherwani buttons—a set of seven large 
and six small, three each for the sleeves 
and seven for the front panel—are the 
elegant choice. Kurta buttons attached 
with a chain also give the kurta a regal 
edge. Brooches too are a wonderful 
way to embellish Nehru jackets. From 
small single-pin brooches adorned with 
elaborate paisley patterns and animal 
designs to double-pin brooches linked 

Facing page: A kalgi from Ganjam’s Nizam collection                                                      
Clockwise from right: Polki and onyx peacock brooch by Sunita Shekhawat; Navratna 
kalgi by Hazoorilal; Elephant brooch with Gemfields emeralds by Nirav Modi; Polki and 

emerald sarpech by Sunita Shekhawat; Abhay Deol wearing an Amrapali creation at IIJW 
2012; A model wearing a double-pin brooch by Birdhichand Ghanshyamdas at IIJW 2013



with chains, men today have no dearth of choices. 
For instance, Jaipur’s brand Amrapali has designed 

traditionally-inspired accessories for men across the 
globe. Birdhichand Ghanshyamdas, also from 
Rajasthan’s capital, offers elaborate accessories for 
men as does Sunita Shekhawat who is famous for 
her meenakari and kundan work. Gem Palace, one of 
the oldest jewellers from the Pink City, houses many 
treasures for men and has a long list of renowned 
clients from overseas as well. Delhi’s Hazoorilal, 
known for its wide range of jewels, offers pieces that 
are a class apart. One can always find unique bejewelled 
treasures using pearls and other stones at Mumbai’s 
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Golecha Jewellers and ornate cufflinks at one of 
Bollywood’s favourite jewellers, Anmol. Nirav Modi, 
the creator of one-of-a-kind jewellery, makes limited, 
but eye-catching jewellery for men while Bengaluru’s 
Ganjam, a century-old jewellery brand, has evolved to 
become a contemporary, high-profile design house with 
an international presence.

Reinventing another staple men’s accessory—
cufflinks—Suhani Pittie is an avant-garde jeweller 
who offers gold and silver trinkets in unique textures 
and designs. Raghavendra Rathore, the royal 
couturier, apart from his eponymous bandhgalas, also 
creates bespoke sherwani buttons and cufflinks for 
those who desire the timeless. 

Of course, the man of style knows that while 
the right trappings make an outfit go from good to 
great, it is his personality that transforms great into 
unforgettable. 

Clockwise from top: Sherwani buttons from 
Golecha Jewellers; diamond-studded cufflinks from 
Anmol; cufflinks by Raghavendra Rathore; mother-
of-pearl cufflinks from Hazoorilal; gold cufflinks 
by Suhani Pittie; bidri cufflinks by Suhani Pittie; 
black onyx-studded silver buttons from Amrapali; 
Gemfields emerald brooch by Gem Palace 


